
The Social Relations Lab 
 

Led by Geraldine Downey, the Social Relations Lab studies several topics that allow us to discern the 
effects of situational factors on the individual, and the effects of individuals on their environment 
and their immediate situation. One of the lab’s principal focuses has been rejection sensitivity, 
which is the disposition to anxiously expect, readily perceive, and intensely react to rejection. 

Current research studies cognitive, affective, and behavioral outcomes associated with disclosure of 
one’s criminal record. We are also interested in development, behavior, and punishment with 
respect to both youth and aging populations. Finally, we are interested in drugs and behavior — 
studying, most recently, cognitive functioning of people who use cocaine. 

Our research teams reflect populations that are affected by our work — something we value highly. 
We collaborate with the Center for Justice at Columbia, of which Geraldine is the Director — which 
is committed to reducing the nation’s reliance on incarceration and advancing alternative 
approaches to safety and justice through education, interdisciplinary research, and policy. 
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